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THE SPIRIT OF KAKEHASHI
We inspire our students to become a Kakehashi; a strong bridge 
connecting communities and cultures, both locally a nd globally.
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Welcome

Welcome to the Sydney Japanese International School.

We are a bilingual, bicultural, non-denominational school 
situated on the Northern Beaches in the leafy suburb of 
Terrey Hills.

We invite ALL nationalities to our school to participate in 
a world-class education rich in a mixture of Japanese and 
Australian culture and virtues.

SJIS o�ers two curriculums; the International Division based 
on the NSW Curriculum from Kindergarten to Year 6, and the 
Japanese Division, teaching the curriculum currently taught 
in Japan for Year 1 to Year 9.

Our school nurtures academic excellence, encourages active 
participation and fosters a culture of acceptance.

From this ethos, our students emerge as empathetic, 
skilled and responsible citizens of the world, with �uency 
in both English and Japanese and the capacity to take 
advantage of the many opportunities a bilingual education 
provides.
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OUR HISTORY

OUR VALUES

In May 1969, the Japanese 
Society of Sydney realised the 
need for expatriate Japanese 
students to be educated in a 
traditional Japanese Primary 
school.  This was the start of the 
Sydney Japanese School, which 
was located on a church site in 
Lindfield and consisted of just 
one class of 33 students.  
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In 1971, the school relocated 
to its current site in Terrey 
Hills to accommodate the 
rapidly growing number of 
enrolments.
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Up unti l  1975, SJIS offered Japanese 
Government curriculum for students in Year 1 
to Year 9, predominantly catering for Japanese 
families. In 1975, the school recognised a 
growing need for a culturally-based private 
primary school in Sydney’s Northern Beaches. 
As a result, SJIS established the International 
Division, which followed the NSW curriculum 
for students in Kindergarten through to Year 6.
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J a n u a r y  1 9 9 7 
K indergar ten was 
o p e n e d  i n  t h e 
International Division 
with 22 students.

�������� �å���D�� �� �M �¶

�ƒ�©�ï�¼�”�̈ �”�Â�ï�t

�������Ê�U�Ö�¶�̀�‡�̀�h�{

2 0 1 9  s a w  S J I S 
celebrate 50 years 
of  o f fer ing wor ld 
class bilingual and 
bicultural education.
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The Sydney Japanese International School continues to give 
its students an education rich in cultural values.

Through our values, we reflect a school community that 
everyone—students, teachers, and families—can be proud to 
be part of. These values help build our common culture. They 
guide us in our decisions, our day-to-day conduct and they 
form the basis of our school spirit.
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TWO CURRICULUMS. ONE SCHOOL.
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We are proud to boast two teaching curriculums 
within the one school.

The Japanese Division teaches the Japanese (MEXT) curriculum 
for Years 1-9, and the International Division teaches the Australian 
(NSW) curriculum from Kindergarten to Year 6. 

Each Division has a comprehensive Japanese or English language 
program consisting of a daily language lesson which equates to 
over 150 hours of language tuition hours per year.

All children start together in Kindergarten and from Year 1 
students can progress into Year 1 of the International Division 
or into Year 1 of the Japanese Division (if they hold Japanese 
citizenship). 

Both divisions have weekly mixed lessons in Sport, Music and 
Visual Art.
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Japanese Language Program �Ô�Š� �¶	6�Ó�é�¬�å�Ü

In the International Division (NSW curriculum) children from Kindergarten 
to Year 6 take daily Japanese language lessons. Our accredited and highly 
experienced language teachers o�er daily Japanese language lessons to 
every child.

Through learning Japanese, students at SJIS develop communicative skills 
in the language, an understanding of how languages work as a system 
and intercultural understanding capability.

Students at SJIS develop their language skills by participating in a range 
of activities that involve:

International Division  ���M�¶�ƒ  - Kindergarten to Year 6

Japanese Division �Ô�Š
��¶�ƒ  - Year 1 to High School
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THE LANGUAGE ADVANTAGE
We o�er a learning environment through high quality , 
di�erentiated language experiences for all our stud ents.
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Interacting  with the teacher and peers in classroom activities 
by exchanging ideas, information and opinions – accessing and 
responding to a range of texts, including authentic materials

Composing a range of spoken, written, digital and multimodal 
texts for di�erent contexts, purposes and audiences 

Building  knowledge and understanding of sound and writing 
systems, vocabulary and grammar

Exploring  the role of language and culture and reflecting on 
cultural practices and language use

Experiencing  engaging content for students learning a second or 
additional language

English Language Program�ó� �¶	6�Ó�é�¬�å�Ü

The SJIS English Language classes are taught by accredited native 
English speaking teachers with broad experience in Japanese culture and 
language.

The English Language Program within the Japanese Division caters for 
native Japanese-speaking students learning English as an additional 
language. There is a focus on communication and learning to enjoy the 
language, while developing the knowledge, understanding and skills 
(listening, reading, speaking and writing) necessary for interaction in 
English.

For native English speaking students enrolled in the Japanese Division, 
and for students of a Japanese background with advanced English 
language skills, the NSW English Syllabus (Australian Curriculum) is also 
offered. This ensures that this cohort of students is provided with the 
necessary English knowledge and skills to successfully transition to local 
high schools.

Culture days are planned for each term to develop our students’ knowledge 
of the cultures found within Australia, and for students to re�ect on their 
own cultural heritage. These events often incorporate songs, dance, games, 
art and drama.

The English Language Festival (primary) and the English Speaking 
Competition (high school) are annual events, where students are able to 
showcase their skills in English language and drama. 
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KINDERGARTEN. THE JOURNEY BEGINS.
Kindergarten is the first enrolment year in primary school for all children 
undertaking education in New South Wales.

Kindergarten is a major milestone for both children and their parents; it’s 
the time when a child moves from the routine of home or daycare to the 
unfamiliar environment of the school. This can be a daunting transition for 
the entire family, which is why SJIS provides opportunities for both children 
and parents to ease into this new experience. 

Our Orientation Program provides detailed kindergarten information 
to parents as well as allows the children to experience a morning of 
kindergarten life before commencement. This enables students to get 
familiar with their new environment and to meet their new classmates.

Our Buddy Program ensures your child is never alone and has the assistance 
of an older SJIS student to help them ease into school life.

The development of SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL and THINKING SKILLS is 
fun and interactive, within a bilingual classroom setting.

From Kindergarten SJIS encourages a culture of; 
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Our Japanese Division follows the curriculum requirements of the Monbukagakusho 
(Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology - MEXT). The major 
subjects taught are Mathematics, Science, Music, Art, Physical Education, and Home 
Economics, with additional subjects in Moral Education, English and Homeroom.

Students also undertake daily English language classes, a music program and mixed 
lessons with the International Division.

JAPANESE DIVISION PRIMARY SCHOOL - Years 1 to 6

JAPANESE DIVISION JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL - Years 7 to 9

SJIS offers junior high school in the Japanese Division from Year 7 to Year 9, and 
helps to thoroughly prepare graduating students for the Japanese high school 
entrance exams.

Our Japanese Division teachers are well versed in the entrance examinations 
required for Japanese senior high school placement. They offer the very best 
guidance and preparation for those students graduating SJIS junior high school 
who will be returning to Japan to complete their senior high school years.

In addition to the standard lesson hours suggested by MEXT SJIS o�ers all Japanese 
Division high school students the added bene�t of four English language classes 
per week, taught by experienced native English language teachers. This is on top of 
the English language program taught in the MEXT curriculum hours.

SJIS has a special admission pathway to Iwata High School in Oita Prefecture in 
Japan. This pathway also assists SJIS students with entry to Ritsumeikan Asia Paci�c 
University (APU) in Japan. APU provides a bilingual education in a multicultural 
learning environment.

SJIS has a special admission pathway to Iwata High School in Oita Prefecture, 
Waseda Setsuryo High School in Osaka Prefecture, Senior High School at Sakado, 
University of Tsukuba in Japan and Keio Academy of New York in New York city. 
The pathways to Iwata High School and Waseda Setsuryo High School also assists 
SJIS students with entry to Ritsumeikan Asia Paci�c University (APU) and Waseda 
University in Japan.  Senior High School at Sakado, University of Tsukuba is the 
�rst authorized IB school in Saitama. The school provides unique programs such as 
creative learning.

The Sydney Japanese International School curriculum teaches 
to the New South Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA) 
requirements, with the addition of a compulsory music and 
daily language program.

Our educational program covers the six key learning areas:

• English
• Mathematics
• Science and Technology
• Human Society and its Environment (HSIE)
• Creative and Practical Arts
• Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 

(PDHPE)

The syllabus identifies the knowledge, understanding, skills, 
values and attitudes that students are expected to develop in 
each key learning area. These outcomes provide �exibility for 
teachers to develop their teaching and learning programs and 
practices to meet the needs of our students.

In the International Division we encourage a collaborative 
approach to learning within small groups or as a whole 
class, using a variety of resources. Students also learn 
through cultural events that are held within the school, and 
in collaboration with other schools; for example through 
Interschool Debating and our International Sports Day.

Students also undertake daily Japanese language classes, a 
music program and mixed lessons with the Japanese Division.
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Our school events make up a big part of our school life.

Both the Japanese and Australian cultures are celebrated 
at events such as: our Annual Sports Day, Language 
Festivals, School Concert, Cross-country Carnival, and 
important milestones such as Entrance and Graduation 
ceremonies. With such an array of events to celebrate 
there is rarely a dull moment on campus.

SCHOOL EVENTS
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STUDENT CARE AND WELLBEING
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Moral education is an integral part of Japan’s educational 
system. The goal is to cultivate a student's morality, including 
moral mentality, judgement, engagement, and attitude,  
through all the educational activities in school. This includes 
orderliness, mindfulness, hard work, fairness, harmony, – in 
relationships and with nature. According to guidelines, one 
class hour per week is set aside for moral education in the 
Japanese Division.

The Resilience Project curriculum addresses aspects of 
Personal Development and Health throughout the weekly 
lessons of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional 
Literacy.  Parents are encouraged to join the program by 
using the parent homepage available through The Resilience 
Project. 

Morals and Ethics Program - Japanese Division   �“�™�­�­�������Ô�Š
��¶�ƒ

The Resilience Project - International Division   �è� �́æ�¤�ï�µ�~�Ó�é� �́£�«�Ä���������M�¶�ƒ

The Resilience Project principles�y�è�́ �æ�¤�ï�µ�~�Ó�é�́�£�«�Ä�w�j�g

Gratitude
�ò	��w�>�Ë�j

Paying attention to the 
things that we have right 
now, and not worrying 

about what we don’t have. 
We practise this by noticing 

the positives that exist 
around us. 
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Empathy
�ž�ò�—

Putting ourselves in 
the shoes of others to 
feel and see what they 

do. We practice this 
through being kind and 
compassionate towards 

other people.
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Emotional Literacy
�ò	Ø�›�¡�‰�ó�—

Our ability to label our emotions 
as we experience them. 

Labelling our emotions helps us 
to manage our emotions (soften 

negative emotions and �nd 
positive emotions). We practice 
this by labelling our emotions 

as we experience di�erent parts 
of our day. 
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Mindfulness
�Ú� �ï�Å�Ñ�ç�É�µ

Our ability to be calm 
and present at any given 
moment. We practice this 

through slowing down and 
concentrating on one thing 
at a time. This could be our 

breathing, completing a 
colouring sheet or noticing 

the noises we can hear. 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
Digital Technology at SJIS promotes the concept that technology 
is a tool to enhance the effective teaching and learning sequences 
provided by our teachers. We promote the teaching of Digital 
Technology skills that are needed to LIVE, LEARN and THRIVE in the 21st 
Century.

Benefits of Digital Technology implementation withi n SJIS 
classrooms:
• Feedback to students is quicker
• Collaboration between students is more cohesive
• Parents can view child’s ability and progress instantly

The three main areas covered within Digital Technology:
• Coding (computer programming)
• Computational Thinking (problem and solution process)
• Algorithmic Thinking (set of rules for situations)

Students in the Japanese Division have access to school-owned 
Ipads. Students in the International Division have access to school-
owned Ipads in Kindergarten to Year 2, and Chromebook laptops in 
Years 3 to 6.

Cyber Safety

• Taught within the PDHPE KLA each year.
• Incorporated into Library lessons.
• Discussed in class  at the commencement of every school year 

through the Student - Parent - School ICT Agreement.
• Ongoing supervision and review of student access to technology.
• Sharing of information and home cyber safety strategies with 

parents.
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OUR CAMPUS
Our campus combines the serenity of i ts bushland 
surroundings with a host of facilities, including well-
equipped specialist rooms, a bilingual English / Japanese 
library and an impressive field track and soccer oval.  Our 
Japanese Tea Ceremony room is a unique feature of our 
school, with it showcasing many special Japanese events.

�Š�Í�w�©�ß�ï�Í�µ�x�z�[�T�s�×
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�±�¿�§�”�¦�”�Ì�ç�s�r�w���X�w�ª
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‹�Q�o�M�‡�b�{�� �¡�“
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Uniform 
Shop

Science 
Room

Tea Room

Music Room

Library

Shaded Playgrounds

Running Track

Tuck 
Shop

School Hall/
Gymnasium

School Bus
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

Calligraphy Karate

Cheerleading Chess Multi Sports

Tea Ceremony Soccer Guitar

Our after school clubs o�er an array of activities both in the Japanese cultural arts of; Calligraphy, 
Tea Ceremony, Karate and in much loved sports such as ; Soccer and Cheerleading. Our Guitar Club 
is a popular favourite as is our chess club and multi-sports club. 
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Come and tour with us!
We invite you to come and see us at one of 
our many Open Days throughout the year. 
Tour our facilities, our classrooms and learn 
more about our unique o�ering.
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Register your interest via out website:

�µ�«�”�ç�À�ž�”�x�z�<�G�¢�£�Ò�±� �Ä�T�’�]�'�ÿ

�M�h�i�Z�‡�b�{

www.sjis.nsw.edu.au

The Enrolment process
�Ö�¶	����V

Have further questions?
For more information, please contact our 
Enrolments team:

Ph: 02 9450 1833
Email: registrar@sjis.nsw.edu.au

Attend an Open Day or an Online 
Information Session.

�¦�”�Ó�ï�Ã�”�z�‡�h�x�¦�ï�å� �ï�¶�Í

†�Ì�q�t�]�€�C�X�i� �̂M�{

Complete the application form and 
pay the nominated $220 application 
fee.
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Bring your child in for an assessment 
with the Deputy Principal.
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